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Jarawaras watching the Reserve Laptop

Alllllllllllllll Aboard!...

T

he train has started moving, headed for
Brazil. That is, our plans for moving
back to Brazil are progressing. I have
just returned from a six week trip through the
western US to report to our mission partners. I
spoke in four churches, and visited many of our
friends, including my brother Craig in Oregon.
I also shared our need for additional funding,
and God’s people are responding. I have been
sharing a 13-minute video report about our
project with the Jarawaras, if you want a copy
just let me know and I will send it.

December–January Trip to Brazil

T

hank you for your prayers for my trip to
Brazil in December-January, it went very
well. I was able to get everything done I
planned to do in the village. I discussed many

proposed revisions to many New Testament
books with Bibiri, and went over many
questions on Jarawara grammar with Okomobi.
I handed out comprehension questions on
Romans and got them back – this was the last
New Testament book for which this had not yet
been done. I continued getting feedback from
various Jarawaras on the orthography, and I
have enough feedback now to go ahead with
publishing the new edition of the dictionary and
the text collection.

The Reserve Laptop

I

always take a reserve laptop to the village
in case my laptop has a problem. This time
I had the bright idea of making the reserve
laptop available to the Jarawaras in the front
room of our house, so they could look at the
photos of themselves we have taken over the

years, and listen to recordings of the traditional
stories told by the old men (who are now dead).
I also put on video clips of their baptisms, and
the JESUS film, which was translated by the
YWAM team some years ago. They could not
get enough of looking at the files (see photo),
and now they are asking me for computers of
their own. I discovered that tablet computers are
very inexpensive, and I think they will serve the
needs of the Jarawaras well. The next time I go
to the village, I will take several tablets and test
them. In addition to the files mentioned above, I
will also make available to the Jarawaras the six
volumes of Bible stories from The Picture Bible
which we previously published as books.
I have been working with a translation
consultant by email on the gospel of Matthew,
and I took his extensive questions to the
Jarawaras. I have now sent him the answers
they gave.
Before returning to the US, I had set up a week
in Porto Velho with a translation consultant to
go over the books of 1 and 2 Thessalonians and
1 and 2 Peter. The consultant said that 1 and 2
Peter were not ready for him to go over, but we
were able to go over James together instead,
along with 1 and 2 Thessalonians. We also
processed a number of remaining issues with
1 and 2 Timothy and Titus from last year, and
these books are just about ready to be approved
for publishing now.

Timetable

W

e are anxious to see what God’s
timetable is for us returning to Brazil.
I will be traveling in the eastern US
for most of the month of April, reporting to our
mission partners in that region. When I return,
Lucilia will quit her job at the thrift store, and
we will put our house on sale. Hopefully by this

time we will have sufficient giving coming in
or at least promised for Wycliffe to release us
to go back to Brazil. (At present we are lacking
about $450 per month.) After our house is sold,
we plan to spend a few weeks visiting Diego
and Dana and Felipe in Lexington, KY, before
flying to Brazil from there. Please pray that our
house will sell quickly, and that we will have
the funding we need.

Living in Brazil???

O

ur plans for living in Brazil have been
developing, too. Lucilia would like to
help her elderly parents, who live in the
city of Maceió on the coast in northeastern
Brazil, so we plan to live there rather than in
Porto Velho as we did before. This will involve
my continuing to make trips to Porto Velho and
the Jarawara village as I have been doing while
living in the US, but of course it will be a lot
easier to go from Maceió than from Texas.

Alan Vogel, for Lucilia, too
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